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NEWS REPORT JUNE 2022
Monthly Highlights
We are seeking more sponsors to support families and individuals fleeing the war in Ukraine. One of the
primary requirements is for accommodation to host those whose initial sponsorship didn’t work out for a
variety of reasons. The Government’s original plea for sponsors was made several months ago, so we
recognise there might well be people who were not able to offer accommodation at the time of the original
appeal, who might now be able to help. There might also be people who signed up at that time and were
not matched with refugees, and we’d like to hear from any who would still like to do their bit.
The Speed Limit Review Panel has now had the opportunity to consider my request for a 40mph limit on
the A428 at Denton. Following extensive discussion via the Speed Limit Review Panel and the Red Route
Group and following analysis of all the information available to us it has been decided to reduce the speed
limit to 50mph along the A428 from the Lakeside roundabout through to the county boundary. There is a
chance that this could extend all along the A428 into Milton Keynes, our Road Safety Manager is currently
in dialogue with Milton Keynes Council. This will now be passed over to our engineers who will progress
this through the legal process, which needs to be followed prior to the limit being changed on site.
On 19 May 2022, I met the Cogenhoe Pre School children and saw them enjoying their new outdoor toys.
Ute Graham, Manager showed me how they had used my Councillor Covid Support fund to acquire several
items of outdoor play equipment. Many children missed out on outdoor play due to the repeated periods
of Covid isolation for various family members over the last two years. The Pre School is keen to promote
outdoor experiences and learning with several fresh and inspiring resources, which was why I was happy to
support their application. (Approval has been obtained for the children in the photographs).
Work on distributing £150 Council Tax energy rebates across West Northamptonshire is making good
progress. The rebate, which is being paid to help with the rise in the cost of living, applies to around
143,000 homes in Council Tax Bands A to D across the area and the sum will not need to be repaid. We
made payments for direct debit payers towards the end of May. To ensure that all eligible residents
receive the rebate, any residents that have not made an application, online or by post, by 31 July 2022 and
for whom bank account details are not known will have their Council Tax account credited with the £150
payment. The Council also has a discretionary scheme to help those in Bands E-H and non-Council
Taxpayers who are deemed vulnerable.
Our Trading Standards Team is urging people to be on their guard against scam emails that claim to be from
Ofgem, but are in fact fraudulent: Scammers are sending emails appearing to be from Ofgem offering
rebates and asking for bank details. Ofgem have reported this malicious incident to the National Cyber
Security Centre @NCSC who will investigate further.
I supported Dementia Action Week 16-22 May 2022. I learnt more about the Herbert Protocol, which helps
us to care for vulnerable people, including those with dementia. There's a chance that people with
Dementia can at some point start to 'walk about'. This may only be into the garden or street for a short
time, but some people can get lost and go missing. So planning ahead to keep them safe is really
important. The Herbert Protocol is a form that carers, family or friends of a vulnerable person, or the
person themselves can fill in. Keeping a completed form saves the worry of trying to recall the information
during the stressful time of someone going missing. It also saves time for the police, allowing the search to
start sooner. Read more about it in my report.
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With the number of children on the autistic spectrum expected to increase by 40 per cent over the next
three years, West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) has given the go ahead for 50 new specialist places at
Hunsbury Park Primary School. The move is part of a larger strategy to create 500 new specialist places by
2024 and will see work take place over the summer ready for the new intake of pupils in September this
year.
With a forecast of a 25 percent increase in the number of children needing specialist education by 2025, we
are proposing that a new special free school should open providing up to 250 specialist places from
September 2024. Under the free school ‘presumption’ route, the local authority (WNC in this instance) is
responsible for funding the Proposed New School and providing a suitable site. WNC has identified land on
St. John’s Road, Tiffield, near Towcester.
WNC has been allocated £5.4million from the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF). This is the largest
amount to be given to a single council across the whole of the South East Midlands, and council colleagues
have already begun work to explore how best to use it in order to maximise the benefit for our
communities. The UKSPF is a central pillar of the UK government’s ambitious Levelling Up agenda, and a
significant component of its support for places across the UK. It will provide £2.6 billion of new funding for
local investment by March 2025.
A new £3 million fund to upgrade and renovate England’s village halls has been announced by the
Government to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Over a three-year period, the Platinum Jubilee Village
Hall Improvement Grant Fund will provide money for projects such as installing wifi, extending buildings
and modernising facilities. The Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (Defra) said “village halls
are at the heart of rural life, hosting fitness classes, community groups and post office services, and the
grant will allow them to attract more people by creating more contemporary spaces.” A total of 125 village
halls will receive money from the fund, which Defra said will be a “lasting legacy” from the Jubilee for rural
communities.
Fines for the illegal use of bus lanes are set to increase from £60 to £70 as part of a change in national
legislation, introduced by Government from 31 May 2022. It affects all council areas (including West
Northamptonshire), which issue Penalty Charge Notices for the contravention of traffic regulations in bus
lanes. Additionally, the initial period during which the payment of fines is discounted has increased from 14
days to 21 days. Both changes bring the rules regarding bus lane contraventions into line with legislation
regarding civil parking enforcement.
The Billing Causeway Bridge repairs are programmed to start on 27 June 2022. We are currently waiting for
the EA permit. The construction programme shows a 5-week works programme. I hope this information is
helpful. If anything changes, I will let you know.
Armed Forces Day will be on Saturday 25th June 2022. However, events to celebrate it can take place from
1 week before until 1 week after. There has always been a ceremony outside the Towcester Town Hall but
in terms of numbers it has always been relatively low key. This year they want to make more of showing
our appreciation of what our Armed Forces, current and past, have given in serving our country.
The Midsummer Music Festival (MMF) takes place the weekend before, Friday – Sunday 17th – 19th June.
The Towcester Branch of the Royal British Legion (RBL) is hosting an event in the Town Hall during the
afternoon of the 18th, from 3pm until 5pm, for Service personnel and their families.
The Birmingham 2022 Queen’s Baton Relay is confirmed to visit Northampton on Sunday, 10 July during its
final journey through England this summer, as the full route is revealed.
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The Brafield on the Green Jubilee Fund was set up by a group of villagers to raise Funds for and organise
events for the village for the Diamond Jubilee 10 years ago. Then in 2022, it was activated for the Platinum
Jubilee, and they raised funds for the various Jubilee events. I have been happy to use some of my WNC
Councillor Covid Support Fund to help fund their Coronation Tea Party, which is to be held at the Working
Men’s Club (WMC) Brafield at 2.30pm on 2 June 2022. WNC will be there to record the event. What better
time than the Queens Platinum Jubilee to have a tea party. There are an estimated 16,000 street parties
being thrown around the country to celebrate the monarch's 70-year milestone. Next month you will see
in my Monthly report some pictures of the Brafield on the Green spirit on show. It demonstrates the
community spirit and appetite for connection that exists in our villages across the United Kingdom. I am
looking forward to joining everyone on the day.
I have a busy schedule of events in Hackleton and Grange Park over the Jubilee Bank Holiday weekend. I
won’t be able to attend all of them, but I will certainly try to make an event in each Parish across the Ward.
I have used some of my Councillor Covid Fund to support three events which are Jubilee related: Jubilee
Tea Party, Brafield; Jubilee Treasure Hunt and Cake Competition, Denton and Laugh Out Loud, Theatre
Group, Quinton. I intend to be at these events and several others. I look forward to sharing more with you
next month.

All the Best, Steve
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PARISH MEETINGS, VISITS AND CASEWORK
Request for A428 Speed Restriction, Denton
The Speed Limit Review Panel has now had the opportunity to consider my request for a 40mph limit on
the A428 at Denton. Following extensive discussion via the Speed Limit Review Panel and the Red Route
Group and following analysis of all the
information available to us it has been
decided to reduce the speed limit to
50mph along the A428 from the Lakeside
roundabout through to the county
boundary. There is a chance that this
could extend all along the A428 into
Milton Keynes, our Road Safety Manager
is currently in dialogue with Milton
Keynes Council. It was determined that a
reduced limit of 50mph for the whole
length of the route would be more
suitable than a short section of 40mph
surrounded by sections of derestricted
limits which can lead to driver confusion.
This will now be passed over to our
engineers who will progress this through
the legal process, which needs to be
followed prior to the limit being changed on site. I have shared the information with Denton and Brafield
Parish Councils, who were pleased to hear that action was being taken. I have raised a number of queries
with Highways and requested the evidence that underpins their proposal, so that I can understand the
basis for the recommendation. I have asked for an opportunity to meet with WNC Highways engineers to
better understand the impact of the solution on the A428. This is an important first step in seeking to
improve the highway safety of the A428, and I look forward to continuing this conversation in the months
ahead.

Cogenhoe Farmers Market
I went along to the Mud Kitchen Café’s monthly farmers’ market
and craft fair at Cogenhoe and Whiston Village Hall on Sunday 8
May 2022 from 10am to 3pm. They had organised a good range of
stalls plus a good range of fresh vegetables too. It is becoming a
very popular event. Well done to Sean and Paula for bringing it to
Cogenhoe. I also managed to catch up with Northamptonshire
Police and hear more about the law on e-scooters. Do try to come
along to the next Farmer’s Market on Sunday 12 June 2022 from
10am to 3pm.

Little Houghton White Cherry Tree
I have now received confirmation of the ownership of the land, and I have
passed this over to Ralph Westmorland, Little Houghton’s Tree Warden for
further action. When I last wrote, we had heard from Peter Gittens who
informed me that WNC was not able to offer the advice requested as Little
Houghton Parish Council needed to make an application for works to a
protected tree, seek their own tree advice as part of the application and then
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Ralph Branston, WNC would decide on the application. WNC then said that works could then be
undertaken to the tree with the landowners’ permission. I then enquired as to the land ownership, and I
have since received confirmation that the tree is on the public highway. This means that if work is needed
on the tree, then whoever wants the work to be done will need to seek the permission of West
Northamptonshire Council to carry out the works.

Brafield on the Green Jubilee Tea Party
The Brafield on the Green Jubilee Fund was set up by a group of villagers to raise Funds for and organise
events for the village for the Diamond Jubilee 10 years ago. Then in 2022, it was activated for the Platinum
Jubilee, and they raised funds for the various Jubilee
events. I have been happy to use some of my WNC
Councillor Covid Support Fund to help fund their
Coronation Tea Party, which is to be held at the
Working Men’s Club (WMC) Brafield at 2.30pm on 2
June 2022. WNC will be there to record the event,
which was arranged to encourage those who live on
their own and have not socialised much during COVID to
feel that they can get out and meet others, which they
were not able to do over the past 18 months. What
better time than the Queens Platinum Jubilee to have a
tea party. There are an estimated 16,000 street parties being thrown around the country to celebrate the
monarch's 70-year milestone. Next month you will see in my Monthly report some pictures of the Brafield
on the Green spirit on show. It demonstrates the community spirit and appetite for connection that exists
in our villages across the United Kingdom. I am looking forward to joining everyone on the day.

Cogenhoe Pre School
On 19 May 2022, I met the Cogenhoe Pre School children and saw them enjoying their new outdoor toys.
Ute Graham, Manager showed me how they had used my
Councillor Covid Support fund to acquire several items of
outdoor play equipment.
Many children missed out on

outdoor play due to the repeated periods of Covid isolation for various family members over the last two
years. The fact that many parents now work from home also means that children have often spent
extended periods of time indoors. Some may have lost the habit of playing outside, replacing it with
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sedentary screen time, while others might not have had the opportunity to develop the habit at all.
Exploring and playing games not only provides an opportunity for physical activity, but it also stimulates
imagination and creativity, helps them develop problem solving skills and encourages interaction with
others and the environment. The Pre School are keen to promote outdoor experiences and learning with
several fresh and inspiring resources, which was why I was happy to support their application.
(Approval has been obtained for the children in the photographs)

Group Eight Theatre Company, Hackleton
On 7 May we went to see "A Bunch of Amateurs" a
play by Ian Hislop and Nick Newman in Hackleton. It's a
British Comedy where a fading Hollywood action hero
is tricked into performing in an amateur production of
King Lear in a tiny Suffolk village. It was great to
support the Group Eight Theatre Company who aim to
promote live theatre in the community. It was
rehearsed last year, but it had to be cancelled at the
last minute as Covid Regulations were not lifted in time
for the performances.
We all enjoyed the performance and we look forward
to supporting them again later in the year when they
present their pantomime.

Coffee@Carey, Hackleton
It was great to catch up with Revd Jennie and
others at Coffee@Carey, Hackleton on
Wednesday 4 May 2022. A special thank you to
Pauline for looking after us. I noticed that there

had been another fantastic food delivery
including lots of bread. It seems that you
just come down and give a donation and
collect your food. Well done to Revd
Jennie for organising this. It's a variation
on the Food Larder in Castle Ashby and
Denton. Coffee@Carey is open Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday 9am-1pm.
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Steps for Christian Aid
On 18 May 2022, I joined Jenny Smith, Jenny, Anna and others at the
Rectory in Cogenhoe for her Coffee Morning in support of Christian Aid. By
Day 17 of #300ksteps in May for #ChristianAid, she had passed the 200k
steps mark for the month to date. Since then, she has reached 353,958
steps and £461 sponsorship. There is still time for you to make donations to:
https://Justgiving.com/team/WymersleyBeneficeforChristianAid

Jubilee Events, Hackleton and Grange Park
I have a busy schedule of events in Hackleton and Grange Park over the
Jubilee Bank Holiday weekend. I won’t be able to attend all of them, but I
will certainly try to make an event in each Parish across the Ward. I have
used some of my Councillor Covid Fund to support three events which are Jubilee related: Jubilee Tea
Party, Brafield; Jubilee Treasure Hunt and Cake Competition, Denton and Laugh Out Loud, Theatre Group,
Quinton. I intend to be at these events and several others. I look forward to sharing more with you next
month.

EVENTS IN UKRAINE
Homes for Ukraine Sponsorship Scheme

We are seeking more sponsors to support families and individuals fleeing the war in Ukraine. One of the
primary requirements is for accommodation to host those whose initial sponsorship didn’t work out for a
variety of reasons. The Government’s original plea for sponsors was made several months ago, so we
recognise there might well be people who were not able to offer accommodation at the time of the original
appeal, who might now be able to help. There might also be people who signed up at that time and were
not matched with refugees, and we’d like to hear from any who would still like to do their bit.
West Northamptonshire is an incredibly welcoming place, with many wonderful people who are willing to
support those in need. More than 270 generous sponsors have come forward so far, offering homes to
almost 600 people, and welcoming around 290 guests so far. We’re extremely grateful for all the help so
far, yet we could do with some additional help. The £350 per month thank-you payment is still on offer for
sponsors who are successfully matched to Ukrainian guests.
We need some basic information to begin the process including:
• Name, address and contact details
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•
•
•

Who they would be able to accommodate (a family with children/couple/single female/single male)
What accommodation they have available (including size and number of bedrooms)
An indication of whether you have already registered your interest in becoming a sponsor on the
government website.

Anyone who has space in their home, or an empty property that might be suitable can contact us at
resettlement@westnorthants.gov.uk and we will provide full details of the scheme.

CONSULTATIONS
Upper Nene Valley
This is a survey undertaken in partnership with
North Northamptonshire Council, Bedford
Borough Council and the Beds, Cambs and
Northants Wildlife Trust.
We are currently
undertaking a project to understand how people
use the Nene Valley for recreation, so we can
understand the impact on the important wildlife
habitats in the area. As part of this an online survey has been developed. If you go out into the valley to
walk, run, cycle, fish, birdwatch, row or indeed undertake any other activity it would help us for you to be
involved in the survey. You should only complete the survey once and can do so at any time. The survey
will be open until December 2022 and it should take less than 10 minutes to complete.
https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=164399705185

FINANCE AND TRANSFORMATION
Council Tax Energy Rebate
Work on distributing £150 Council Tax energy
rebates across West Northamptonshire is making
good progress. The rebate, which is being paid to
help with the rise in the cost of living, applies to
around 143,000 homes in Council Tax Bands A to D
across the area and the sum will not need to be
repaid.
The majority of those who pay their Council Tax by
direct debit should have now received the rebate
and this week West Northamptonshire Council is
writing to the remaining 42,000 homes who do not
pay by direct debit encouraging them to confirm
their bank details so payment can be made. The
letter will include a unique passcode enabling
residents to apply online, plus a paper application
for those residents unable to access the internet.
The government payments are being administered by West Northamptonshire Council’s Revenues and
Benefits Service which has been working tirelessly to put new processes in place and distribute the
payments as quickly as possible. The Government stipulation is that councils need to make a payment
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rather than simply crediting Council Tax accounts, which has resulted in both significant additional work for
our staff and the need for changes to our IT systems.
We are making good progress and have now issued payments to most direct debit payers, with around
6,000 due to receive theirs once final eligibility checks have been completed in line with Government fraud
guidance. Households who don’t pay by direct debit should look out for a letter including details on how to
apply online in order receive their payment as soon as possible. Those unable to apply online will be able
to make a paper application which will be sent with the letter they receive, although this process is likely to
take slightly longer to verify and approve. All claims received by the Council will be validated and, if no
issues are raised, payment will be made. Based on the volumes of claims we are expecting and depending
on how quickly applications are returned, we would expect to start making payments for non-direct debit
payers towards the end of May.
To ensure that all eligible residents receive the rebate, any residents that have not made an application,
online or by post, by 31 July 2022 and for whom bank account details are not known will have their Council
Tax account credited with the £150 payment. The Council also has a discretionary scheme to help those in
Bands E-H and non-Council Taxpayers who are deemed vulnerable. Further information about this will be
published shortly. If you are unsure of your council tax band, check via your printed council tax bill or at
www.gov.uk. For further information visit our Council Tax energy rebate page.
Advice and support for anyone struggling financially is available from Citizens Advice.

REGULATORY SERVICES
Energy Rebate Scammers
Our Trading Standards Team is urging people
to be on their guard against scam emails
that claim to be from Ofgem, but are in fact
fraudulent:
Scammers are sending emails appearing to
be from Ofgem offering rebates and asking
for bank details.
Ofgem have reported this malicious incident
to the National Cyber Security Centre @NCSC who will investigate further.
Read more on how to avoid scams
http://ow.ly/BR3g50JizGk

Food Standards Agency-Jubilee Street Parties
Are you planning a party to celebrate Her Majesty the Queen's Platinum Jubilee? Here’s our handy guide
on minimising the risk of food poisoning, allergies, and more: https://www.food.gov.uk/how-to-safely-hosta-street-party
#HM70 #PlatinumJubilee

Selling food at a street party
You do not need a food hygiene training certificate to make and sell food for charity events. However, you
need to make sure that you handle food safely.
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Handling party food
Warm weather and outdoor cooking are the perfect conditions for bacteria to grow and there are risks
when preparing and serving chilled food in these conditions. Following the 4Cs of food hygiene will help
you prepare, make and store food safely. You can do this by:
• cleaning effectively removes the bacteria on hands, equipment and surfaces. This helps to stop
harmful bacteria and viruses from spreading onto food.
• chilling your food below 8 degrees will stop or significantly slow the growth of bacteria. This
temperature must be maintained and foods that need to be chilled like sandwich fillings should not
be left out of the fridge for more than four hours.
• cooking by following the guidance on time and temperature
• avoiding cross-contamination which might lead to bacteria passing from raw foods to ready-to-eat
foods via things like re-usable shopping bags, knives and chopping boards.
• good personal hygiene is also essential when you're preparing food. This will help ensure that
bacteria you may have encounter isn't passed to your friends, family and neighbours in their food.

Best practice
Here are some practical tips to help keep food you prepare and
eat safe during your Jubilee celebrations:
• wash your hands regularly with soap and water before
food preparation and consumption
• always wash fresh fruit and vegetables
• keep raw and ready-to-eat foods apart
• do not use food past its use-by date
• always read any cooking instructions and make sure food
is properly cooked before you serve it – it needs to be
piping hot
• ensure that food preparation areas are cleaned and
sanitised before and after use and ensure equipment is
washed in hot soapy water
• plan to keep your food cool until you're ready to eat. Any
foods which you would usually keep in the fridge at home also need to be kept cool on your picnic.
This includes any food with a use-by-date, cooked dishes, salads and dairy products
• place these foods in a cool box or cool bag with ice or frozen gel packs. Distribute these throughout
the box or bag, not all at the bottom. You can also use frozen drinks to help keep your cool box
cold. Store cold food below 5 degrees to prevent bacteria from growing.
If food isn't handled properly people are at risk of food poisoning from:
• campylobacter– spreads through the cross-contamination from raw chicken
• listeria– is most associated with chilled, ready-to-eat foods like cured meats, pre-prepared
sandwiches and salads
• salmonella– is most often found in undercooked poultry, raw meat, eggs or unpasteurised milk
• E. coli– it is often found on raw and undercooked meats
Read our Providing food at community and charity events for specific advice about making and serving
cakes at community events. Our picnic advice contains more tips on how to keep food cold and safe.
If you are hosting a BBQ, then please read our BBQ food safety information.
Bear in mind that on hot days you need to be extra vigilant.

Providing advice for people with food allergies
The FSA recommends that you provide as much information about allergens as possible.
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The more information you can provide about the ingredients in the food you serve the better. This will
allow everyone to make safe choices when choosing food to eat, particularly those with specific food
allergies. There are resources available if you wish to display allergen guidance.

Local food safety team advice
Contact your local food safety team if you have any enquiries about your event or an event you are looking
to attend.
You can find your local food safety team on our website.

PLANNING MATTERS
Planning Appeals
Since my appointment, I have kept you informed as to the progress of the major Appeals in South
Northamptonshire. The update for this month is as follows:
• Hartwell, land North of Ashton Road-Dismissed
• Blisworth, land South of Station Road-Dismissed
• Blakesley Hill, Greens Norton-Dismissed
• Greens Norton, land off Mill Lane-Withdrawn
• Milton Malsor, land East of Lower Lane-Dismissed
• Blisworth, land off Northampton Road -Dismissed.
• Yardley Gobion, land at Asana Lodge Appeal-Inquiry 8 February 2022 for 3 days-Cancelled
• Yardley Gobion, land East of Northampton Road Hearing Date Offered of 27/07/22 TBC

West Northamptonshire Strategic Plan, Spatial Options Consultation
West Northamptonshire Council is preparing a new strategic plan, which will guide development for the
area up to 2050. The West Northamptonshire Strategic Plan (WNSP) sets out a vision for West
Northamptonshire in 2050 and the objectives to realise the ambitions for our economy, our communities
and our environment. The next Planning Policy Meeting on 24 May 2022 has been cancelled. The next
meeting is scheduled for 28 June 2022.

HOUSING
Daventry Housing Register has changed
The Daventry housing register has now changed from Homechoice to our new IT system. All existing
applicants have one week remaining to reapply to join the housing register on the new system. From 7th
June 2022, all vacant properties will be advertised on the new system and those not registered may be
unable to bid on properties and applications will subsequently be closed. If you are struggling to access the
new
online
system,
please
contact
us
to
request
assistance
by
emailing:
homechoice.ddc@westnorthants.gov.uk
If you are a new applicant wishing to apply to join the Daventry register, please contact us so that we can
provide you with the link to apply online to join the new housing register.
Find out more at http://ow.ly/g7G950Jc9U8
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ENVIRONMENT
Two people pay the price for dumping their rubbish
Two people have paid the price for
dumping their rubbish in their local
community
following
successful
prosecutions by our Council. At
Wellingborough Magistrates’ Court on 26
April were Jeffrey Gent and Sandors
Kozlovskis, who were each ordered to pay
more than £1,000 in fines and court costs
after admitting to separate charges of flytipping in Thorplands, Northampton. Both
men had originally been issued with £400
fixed penalty notices by the Council’s
Neighbourhood Wardens but found themselves in court after failing to pay.
Gent (56) admitted fly-tipping after household waste
including a mattress and old carpeting belonging to him
was found dumped near his home in Sidebrook Court last March. Magistrates ordered him to pay a £400
fine, costs of £620, plus a £40 victim surcharge.
Kozlovskis (20), of Nicholls Court was originally issued with his fixed penalty notice after a shopping trolley
full of waste was found abandoned in Far Meadow Court in October last year. He was fined £400 by
Magistrates and ordered to pay costs of £600 plus a £40 victim surcharge.

RURAL SERVICES NETWORK (RSN)
RSN events
I attended RSN Seminar: Rural Digital Connectivity - Wednesday, 25 May 2022 online via Zoom.
I shall be attending:
• Rural Assembly meeting - 1pm, Wednesday, 22 June 2022 online via Zoom
• Rural Affordable Housing - 11am, Wednesday, 29 June 2022 online via Zoom
I shall be attending the Rural Conference from19-23 September 2022 online via Zoom.
• Rural Transport - 10am, 19/9/2022
• Rural Regeneration - 10am, 20/9/2022
• Rural Health, Care and Wellbeing - 10am, 21/9/2022
• RSN Event - 2pm, 21/9/2022
• Rural Housing - 10am, 22/9/2022
• Rural Net Zero - 10am, 23/9/2022

A Ram (Sheep) killed in Whiston
A ram (sheep) has been killed and butchered in a field in the area of Whiston. A second ram received a
deep wound to its neck and had to be put to sleep. This happened between 8pm on Thursday 26th May
and 9am on Friday 27th May 2022.
Due to recent medication, these sheep are not fit for the food chain, not even for other animals and
consumption could cause sickness. The rams
are worth in excess of £2,000.00 and this has
been a highly distressing incident for the
owner. Police would like to speak to anyone
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who was driving through the village of Whiston during the above times who may have seen anything out of
place, or those that may have dash cam footage capturing any vehicles parked up in the area. Anyone with
information is asked to contact Northamptonshire Police by telephoning 101( select option to report an
incident/crime) or by using the online reporting form at www.northants.police.uk quoting Crime reference
22000303276
In any Emergency always dial 999.
Alert sent on behalf of PC 860 BIRD

Farm Transformation Fund
Further details have been released about the Farm
Transformation Fund. The theme is called Adding Value
and is for supporting agricultural businesses with
processing of agricultural products. Grants are
available from £25,000 up to a maximum of £300,000
on a 40% match-funded basis.
The application is a two-stage process, with the first
being an online eligibility and compatibility check. For
more information about the Adding Value theme,
please follow the link below. I would be happy to talk
through any ideas you may have with the LEADER programme so that they can offer advice.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/adding-value-grant-for-farmers-to-improve-crops-orlivestock/about-the-adding-value-grant-who-can-apply-and-what-the-grant-can-payfor#msdynttrid=MhF_cTbJ3WMGlK2Ne4Q892IAWOEYAaDm7uBE7ED3mmE

What are the top three Priorities for Rural Areas
A large proportion of the West Northamptonshire area is comprised
of rural settlements, which account for approximately one third of
the area’s population. This is particularly the case in the districts of
South Northamptonshire and Daventry where the percentage of
people living in rural communities is as high as 75%.
The West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy prepared by the
WNJPU had the following top three priorities for the rural areas:
1. To meet communities’ needs locally,
2. To protect and enhance the environmental heritage; and
3. To protect and enhance the built environment.
Are these still our top three priorities?

The Rural Powerhouse
The All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on the Rural Powerhouse
has published a new report on how to level up the rural economy. It follows one of the most
comprehensive inquiries ever to be
conducted by a parliamentary body into the
health of the rural economy. The APPG took
evidence from over 50 industry bodies,
charities, campaign groups, companies,
academics, and business leaders. The report
concluded that no government in recent
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memory has had a program to unlock the economic and social potential of the countryside. This has
resulted in the fact that the rural economy is 18% less productive than the national average. A gap that, if
reduced, could add £43bn to the UK economy. Findings from the report included noticing a broken
planning system which has failed those who live and work in rural areas. Defra also lacks the policy levers
necessary to make a significant change to the rural economy. A lack of skills provision is causing rapid
‘brain drain’ in rural areas, and urgent action is required to address labour shortages and supermarkets’
price-setting powers. In addition to this, the government is also backing away from commitments to
provide everyone with full-fibre and 4G, plus the current tax system is disincentivising business investment
and diversification.
Co-Chair of the APPG on Rural Business and the Rural Powerhouse and MP for York Outer, Julian Sturdy,
stated that,
“This report sets out a comprehensive growth plan, one that will create jobs, spread opportunity and
strengthen small towns and villages across the country. We recognise the unique set of challenges that the
Government is facing at the moment, but this makes the need to grow and strengthen the rural economy
more, not less important.”
Julian's Co-Chair, Lord Cameron of Dillington added,
“It is vital that government understands that rural Britain is not a museum, but instead is an important part
of the national economy that deserves the chance to succeed. The report provides an economic blueprint
that will help any Government seize the capabilities of the countryside and create the long-term economic
growth necessary to boost/enrich/enhance our rural communities – in a cost-effective and timely manner.”
Commenting on lack of affordability in the countryside, CLA President, Mark Tufnell outlines,
“The country can no longer afford to ignore the potential of the rural economy and the prospects of the
millions of people who live within it. Rural businesses are ready to expand, creating good jobs and
opportunities for people from all walks of life – but a lack of interest from government is holding them
back. Homes are often unaffordable for local families. Well-paid jobs can be scarce. And broadband can be
painfully slow. All this leads to an exodus of talented people who are too often forced to move to more
urban
areas.”
The
full
report
can
be
found
here:
https://www.cla.org.uk/.../Levelling_up_the_rural_economy...

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
Integrated Care Partnership
On Saturday 7 May I attended the
Integrated
Care
Partnership
engagement event in Angel
Square from 9.00 am to 11.00 am.
You may be aware that the
Integrated Care System comes
into place in Northamptonshire in
July and the Integrated Care
Partnership is a key part of this,
bringing together Health and local
authority service delivery at a
local neighbourhood level.
The WNC Health and Wellbeing
Board have agreed that this will
be developed around unitary
ward groupings. This is a really
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exciting opportunity for us to see data about our wards for the first time and find out about how we can
access key local information. New Place Directors for the Integrated Care System have also recently been
appointed at West and North Northamptonshire Councils. In a move that will help us to further strengthen
collaboration between the NHS and local government, Julie Curtis and Ali Gilbert and left their current
director roles at NHS Northamptonshire Clinical Commissioning Group to take up the new secondment
positions at West and North Northamptonshire Council respectively on Monday (9 May).
Julie brings with her a wealth of experience and will play a key role in developing our integrated health and
care plans at grassroots level.

Dementia Action Week 16-22 May 2022
Each year, Alzheimer’s Society holds Dementia Action Week to encourage people to take action to improve
the lives of people affected by dementia. With many dementia diagnosis rates at a five-year low, tens of
thousands of people across the country are currently living with undiagnosed dementia. This means they
don’t have access to the vital care and support that a
diagnosis can bring. Getting a diagnosis can be daunting,
but we believe it’s better to know. 91% of people affected
by dementia also agree. That’s why this year’s theme for
Dementia Action Week is diagnosis.
The Alzheimer's Society offers guidance and practical
advice on what next steps to take, what to expect during
and after the diagnosis process, and what support
Alzheimer’s Society can offer throughout. They want to
encourage those who might be living with undiagnosed
dementia to:
• Be able to understand and recognise potential
dementia symptoms.
• Come to them for guidance and support
• Feel empowered to take the right next step.
• Improve the diagnosis process for both them and healthcare professionals.
There are lots of ways to get involved with Dementia Action Week 2022. There are a range of Dementia
Action Week materials available on the Alzheimer’s Society website to download or order. This includes
leaflets, posters, email signatures and social media imagery. Please visit www.alzheimers.org.uk/daw to
start using and sharing.
There are over 100 difference types of dementia, but do you know which is the most prevalent?
• Vascular dementia
• Alzheimer’s disease
• Frontotemporal dementia
• Mixed dementia
Alzheimer’s disease: Between 50-75% of people with dementia have Alzheimer’s disease, which often coexists with vascular dementia.
How many people in the UK will be living with dementia by 2040?
500,000, 1.2 million, 1.6 million, 2.1 million
Answer: 1.6 million: Within 20 years the number of people living in the UK with some form of dementia will
increase by 77% to 1.6 million.
Visit www.youtube.com/c/alzheimerssociety for more information

Herbert Protocol
#DementiaActionWeek. 16-22 May 2022 is about caring for vulnerable people, including those with
dementia and it can be challenging.
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There's a risk they can at some point start to 'walk
about'. This may only be into the garden or street
for a short time, but some people can get lost and
go missing. So planning ahead to keep them safe is
really important.
The Herbert Protocol is a form that carers, family or
friends of a vulnerable person, or the person
themselves can fill in. Keeping a completed form
saves the worry of trying to recall the information
during the stressful time of someone going missing.
It also saves time for the police, allowing the search
to start sooner.
Read more here: https://www.northants.police.uk/HerbertProtocol

The Mental Health and Wellbeing Plan Discussion Paper
The Mental Health and Wellbeing Plan Discussion Paper was published last week (14th April) by the
Department of Health and Social Care.
https://www.gov.uk/.../quick-read-version-of-the-mental...
The discussion paper seeks to consult the public on
a range of topics to inform the development of a
new mental health and wellbeing plan. In particular,
it invites the views on how to:
• improve people’s mental well-being
(chapter 1)
• prevent people experiencing mental illhealth (chapter 2)
• help people get support at the earliest stage (chapter 3)
• improve treatment for mental ill-health (chapter 4)
• make sure people with a mental health condition live well (chapter 5)
• best support people in mental health crisis (chapter 6)
The paper is substantial in length and covers the government’s progress to date, the research and evidence
behind each of the six chapters, and a section on various groups that face disparities in mental health
outcomes.
You can respond to any or all discussion topics via this online survey (the deadline for responses is 11:45pm
on 5 July 2022).

Supporting Independence Programme
The
Supporting
Independence
Programme is a free countywide service
provided
by
Public
Health
Northamptonshire. The programme is
tailored to prevent, support and
manage the health and wellbeing needs
of anyone eligible over the age of 18,
who may be showing signs of reduced
independence.
With up to 12 weeks of one-to-one support, a team of dedicated Wellbeing Advisors are committed to
providing people with the knowledge and resources needed to make their wellbeing a priority. Examples of
support include:
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•

Opportunities to meet with an Advisor to 'Walk and Talk' with the aim of becoming more active and
increasing socialisation
• Support to access social opportunities within local communities, to reduce isolation
• Advice, information and support on managing the long-term effects of COVID-19
• Support with daily life, including housing support and money advice
• Support for low-level mental health and emotional difficulties, as well as lifestyle issues such as
nutrition, smoking and alcohol use
More information, together with a referral form and short eligibility assessment, can be found via
https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/.../supporting...

Independent Analysis of Social Care Charging Reforms
The report, released today by the County Councils Network (CCN) and Newton, provides the first
independent analysis of the government's flagship social care charging reforms. Key findings from the
report include:
The cost of the care reforms for over
65s in England could cost a minimum of
£25.5bn over the next decade from
when they are introduced in October
2023.
This
compares
to
the
government's estimate of £15.6bn.
Newton's analysis suggests that more
people will benefit from the means-test
and cap on care, meaning the costs of
these two elements of reform alone are
£2.5bn higher than the government's
estimate. There is significant regional
variation in the costs of implementing
the reforms, with councils in county and rural areas disproportionally affected. CCN's member councils
account for 57% (£14.4bn) of the total costs of the reforms - at a minimum estimate. Unless government
changes the way it distributes adult social care funding between councils, county areas face a shortfall of
£7.6bn when funding for these reforms is distributed.
An additional 4,300 extra social workers could be required to carry out extra care assessments, which
determine the level of support individuals are eligible to receive. In addition, around 700 extra financial
assessors will also be required to carry out financial assessments after the care assessment stage - if no
changes to existing ways of working are made. Around 3,000 of these staff could be required in areas
covered by CCN's member councils - 60% of all extra recruitment.

Grab a Covid Jab
The Mobile COVID-19 Vaccination Centre will be at
St David's Church in Northampton on Monday 6
June
• Spring boosters 75+
• Boosters 16+
• 1st and 2nd doses for 5+
No need to book!… See more
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EDUCATION & CHILDREN’S SERVICES
Homes for Ukraine - children applying for a school place
In-year school places
Sponsors hosting a family, which has children who need in-year school places, should advise parents to
make an in-year application. If the child is in Year 6 now, an application should be made for an in-year
school place in a primary school. In addition, they will need to apply for a Year 7 place at a secondary school
in September 2022.

Reception places
If the child requires a place in Reception from September 2022, please apply for a primary school place. For
any further information, please contact the School Admissions team.

50 New Specialist Places at Hunsbury Park Primary School
With the number of children on the autistic spectrum expected to increase by 40 per cent over the next
three years, West Northamptonshire Council
(WNC) has given the go ahead for 50 new
specialist places at Hunsbury Park Primary
School. The move is part of a larger strategy to
create 500 new specialist places by 2024 and will
see work take place over the summer ready for
the new intake of pupils in September this year.
We have a longer-term plan to address the
pressure on specialist education places, but work
must take place in the short term as well. To
provide the additional capacity Hunsbury Park
Primary School and WNC officers have worked collaboratively to develop plans to establish a new Special
Education Needs and Disability (SEND) unit at the school for a significant period of time and the school
meets all of the necessary criteria. The school already successfully operates a smaller SEND unit and its
Senior Leadership contains significant experience of working within specialist settings. The greatest amount
of current and future demand for SEND places in West Northants arises from Northampton town, in which
the school is located. Being located to the south of the town also means the school is more accessible than
other existing provisions to residents of South Northants, which will reduce home to school travel times for
any pupil residing in this area that may access the provision. After a four-week consultation starting later
this month, responses will be analysed and presented to the WNC Cabinet for a final decision in July.

Special Free School Places Consultation
With a forecast of a 25 percent increase in the
number of children needing specialist
education by 2025, we are proposing that a
new special free school should open providing
to 250 specialist places from September 2024.
Under the free school ‘presumption’ route,
the local authority (WNC in this instance) is
responsible for funding the Proposed New
School and providing a suitable site. WNC has
identified land on St. John’s Road, Tiffield.
This is near Towcester.

up
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Capital totalling about £15.5m is available to support
the 500 proposed new places between 2022 and 2024.
The council will consider any additional capital funding
required through its capital planning process. To
comply with section 6A of the Education and
Inspections Act, 2006 (the ‘free school presumption’)
the council must, in the first instance, seek proposals
to establish a free school. WNC is beginning this
process by holding this initial consultation with the aim
of collecting views to help decide how to proceed and
to help formalise and finalise proposals. There are
many steps to take before the proposed new school
could open including further periods of consultation once a sponsor has been selected; however, the key
milestones are as follows:
Date Key Milestones
• 4 May to 10 June 2022 Initial local authority consultation
• 15 June 2022 Full free special school specification published
• 15 July 2022 Application window closes
• 29 July 2022 Council ‘preferred bidder’ decision
• August/September 2022 Department for Education confirmation
• Late 2022 Planning / construction starts
• September 2024 (or later if necessary) School part-opens

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & GRANT FUNDING
WNC allocated £5.4m from UK Prosperity Fund
WNC has been allocated £5.4million from the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF).
This is the largest amount to be given to a single council across the whole of the
South East Midlands, and council colleagues have already begun work to explore
how best to use it in order to maximise the benefit for our communities. The
UKSPF is a central pillar of the UK government’s ambitious Levelling Up agenda,
and a significant component of its support for places across the UK. It will provide
£2.6 billion of new funding for local investment by March 2025.
With very strict criteria for applications, the aim of the Fund is to empower local
leaders and communities to increase people’s pride in the places they love,
creating a stronger social fabric and better life chances. An Investment Plan
detailing how we intend to use the funding to target these priorities must be
submitted to the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities by 1 August. Whilst this Fund has
only just been announced, Council officers are proactively
preparing our Investment Plan, and will be working with all
the necessary stakeholders in order to understand the needs
of the area and develop an effective plan.

Garfield Weston Foundation
The Foundation supports UK registered charities working
within the UK in the areas of Welfare, Youth, Community,
Arts, Faith, Environment, Education, Health and Museums &
Heritage.
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The Foundation awards grants for Capital, Project and Revenue costs. Where they already have a funding
history with you, the Trustees may consider a multi-year request for up to three years, provided you can
demonstrate that a longer-term commitment will add value to your organisation’s objectives. There are no
deadlines for applications under £100,000. Grants above this level are reviewed at one of 8 board meetings
a year.
https://garfieldweston.org/apply-to-us/grant-guidelines/

Emergency Essentials Programme – BBC Children in Need
Family Fund Business Services are working in collaboration with BBC Children in Need to deliver the
Emergency Essentials programme supporting children and young people living with severe poverty as well
as additional pressures such as domestic violence, disability or poor health in the family.

The programme can deliver or fund critical items such as:
• Gas or electric cookers
• Essential household items
• Furniture and kitchen equipment
• Children’s beds and bedding
• Washing machines
• Fridges and freezers
• Baby equipment
• Clothing in exceptional or emergency situations.
Applications must be completed by a registered referrer who is part of an organisation that is supporting
the family or young person and capable of assessing their needs.

Kick Start Programme
Business & IP Centre (BIPC) Northamptonshire invites local business owners to apply for £2,000 grants as
part
of ‘Kick
Start’ programme.
Entrepreneurs in Northamptonshire with a
great idea or a business less than 12
months old are invited to apply for grants
and free expert advice by Friday, 15 July
this year as part of the Kick Start Small
Business Grants initiative. After a Dragon’s
Den style grant panel session in September
for shortlisted applicants, winners will
receive: a £2,000 grant for business
expenses, a year’s free membership with
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the Federation of Small Businesses (FSB), and on-going support from the BIPC Northamptonshire team.
Anyone who thinks they qualify should check their eligibility and apply before Friday, 15 July. The Kick Start
initiative is supported by BIPC Northamptonshire, which is part of the British Library’s National Network of
Business & IP Centres which supports small businesses by hosting free events, such as networking,
workshops, seminars and webinars. The Network recently expanded to over 100 regional and local libraries
across England, thanks to £13million in central government funding.
The Library Plus service also provides information and access to database subscription resources for market
research, as well as business mentoring and one-to-one advice sessions on self-employment, starting up a
business, business planning, and intellectual property.
Further details on how to apply, including eligibility criteria, are available on the BIPC Northamptonshire
website at: www.bipcnorthamptonshire.co.uk/kickstart.

Platinum Jubilee Village Hall Improvement Grant Fund
A new £3 million fund to upgrade and renovate England’s village halls has been announced by the
Government to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Over a three-year period, the Platinum Jubilee Village
Hall Improvement Grant Fund will provide
money for projects such as installing wifi,
extending buildings and modernising
facilities. The Department for Environment,
Food & Rural Affairs (Defra) said village halls
are at the heart of rural life, hosting fitness
classes, community groups and post office
services, and the grant will allow them to
attract more people by creating more
contemporary spaces. A total of 125 village
halls will receive money from the fund,
which Defra said will be a “lasting legacy”
from the Jubilee for rural communities. Rural
affairs minister Lord Benyon said: “Village
halls are the centrepiece of rural life and
funding their renovation to mark the Jubilee
is a fitting tribute to The Queen’s Service. “In
a changing world, they are important
facilities for community groups, social clubs and local services.“This funding will ensure they are central to
the fabric of our villages for many more years to come.” Defra said the grant will build on the success of
schemes to commemorate both Queen Victoria and King George and “demonstrate that almost 200 years
on, we continue to build on the legacy of the monarchy, both past and present”.
Margaret Clark, chairwoman of the Rural Coalition, said: “Village halls support important services and
facilities and offer places to meet which would not otherwise be available to many rural communities. “In
doing so, they have a crucial role to play in helping levelling up in rural areas.”
David Emerson, chairman of Action with Communities in Rural England said village halls have been at the
heart of rural communities for over a century, adding: “These unique volunteer run halls do so much to
support the well-being of local residents, as well as helping to sustain the many livelihoods which depend
on use of these important buildings.” He said the announcement “is especially appropriate in the week that
thousands of halls across the country are hosting local celebrations of the Royal Jubilee”.
Details on how the funding will be administered will be announced later.
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TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS
Reporting Highway Problems
Report and track highway problems via Street Doctor
Before you start
Some problems cannot be reported through Street
Doctor because they are the responsibility of other
organisations. Please check first whether the
problem you wish to report is listed below:
• Abandoned vehicles
• Flooding
• Speeding
• Trunk roads (e.g. M1, A5, A14, A43, A45)
• Street lighting
• E-Scooters
Report or track a problem using Street Doctor
Any highway related issues or defects should be reported via Street Doctor, the Local Authorities public
reporting system. By using Street Doctor, your report will be logged appropriately, go to the right team and
you will, receive updates of what we are going to do and why. Issues reported will be looked at initially
within 5 working days to determine what further action may be required. Please do not try to report issues
and defects via Twitter or on any other social media channels. Some lesser-known issues you can report
using Street Doctor are:
Rights of way e.g. gates, livestock, stile
Winter maintenance e.g. grit bins, gritting, snow
You can tell us about most problems on the roads or highways (apart from those listed above) - or you can
track a problem you have already logged.
http://ow.ly/bOUQ50FjHul

130 Road Closures over Jubilee Bank Holiday Weekend
Nearly 130 road closures begin on 2 June 2022 as West Northamptonshire prepares to celebrate the
Platinum Jubilee. 129 neighbourhoods will be closed over the four-day Jubilee Bank Holiday weekend as
communities
across
West
Northamptonshire celebrate Queen
Elizabeth II’s 70 years of service to
the nation. From Willow Green, Old
Stratford on the southern edge of
West Northamptonshire, to School
Lane, Naseby in the north,
communities across the area will be
wrapping their lampposts in bunting
and putting out tables and chairs to
enjoy the celebration with their neighbours. Anyone needing to travel locally during the Jubilee weekend
can view the full list of closure on the WNC website - https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/.../jubilee-roadclosures.
Other highlights of the celebration in West Northants include: the lighting of Jubilee Beacons on Thursday,
the Jubilee Pageant through Northampton on Saturday, and the Big Lunch at Delapre Park on Sunday. For
more details of the road closures, a round-up of national events, details of events and activities in West
Northants, and other useful links, visit - www.westnorthants.gov.uk/queensjubilee.
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National changes to bus lane enforcement affect West Northamptonshire.
Fines for the illegal use of bus lanes are set to increase from £60 to £70 as part of a change in national
legislation, introduced by Government from this week.
The increase, from May 31, affects all council areas
(including West Northamptonshire), which issue Penalty
Charge Notices for the contravention of traffic
regulations in bus lanes. Additionally, the initial period
during which the payment of fines is discounted has
increased from 14 days to 21 days. Both changes bring
the rules regarding bus lane contraventions into line
with legislation regarding civil parking enforcement.

Billing Causeway Bridge Repairs
The 3472 Billing Causeway No 5 repairs are programmed to start on 27 June 2022. We are currently
waiting for the EA permit. The construction programme shows a 5-week works programme. I asked if the
barriers could be retained. However, I have been advised that they will have to be removed once the
bridge is repaired. Whilst Highways understood the idea behind the suggestion, they must return the
bridge to how it was. I have asked them to confirm the date nearer the time.
I hope this information is helpful. If anything changes, I will let you know.

ABILITY Shortlisted for an Award
ABILITY have been shortlisted for the University of
Northampton’s Community Changemaker Awards to
recognise the most innovative and impactful projects
and showcase the achievements of staff, students and
community members as a celebration of
Changemaking in the local community, nationally and
globally.
Please vote for ABILITY

https://bit.ly/CMAwardVote2022 as the entry with the most
votes also wins the People’s choice award. If you are happy to
forward to your contacts, please feel free and multiple votes are
counted.

POLICE FIRE & CRIME
COMMISSIONER
The Knife Angel
After the ICP event for Councillors at Angel Square on 7 May,
some of us walked up to the Knife Angel outside All Saints
Church. It gave us an opportunity to continue the conversation
about Knife Crime. It will remain outside the church until 14 May
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before moving to Corby and Wellingborough. So please try to get there and see it. It makes you stop and
reflect on all those knife incidents that have become individual and family tragedies. We must continue to
work with young people to make sure that they understand that carrying a knife increases their chance of
being a victim.

National Road Safety Campaign
Officers from the Northamptonshire Road Policing team have pledged their support for a national road
safety campaign designed to raise awareness of the road death endemic in the UK. The RoadPeace Andy
Cox Challenge 2022 aims to drive home the message that a staggering five people die and more than 60 are
seriously injured on average on the UK’s roads, every single day. So far, between January and April this
year, officers from Northamptonshire Police Serious Collisions Investigation Unit have attended collisions
involving 11 fatalities and 19 serious injuries.
Starting on Monday (May 16), Detective Chief
Superintendent Andy Cox, from Lincolnshire Police,
will cycle and run 30 miles a day, travelling across
the UK on routes where fatal and serious road
collisions have occurred, joined by a variety of
supporters along the way.
The campaign starting on Monday (May 16)
coincided with this month’s United Nations Global
Road Safety Week and will focus on the ‘fatal four’
driving offences.
Speeding, drink or drug-driving, not wearing a
seatbelt and using a mobile phone at the wheel are
factors most commonly linked to deaths or serious injuries on the roads.
Sergeant Richard Hill, of Northamptonshire Police Road Crime Team, said: “This operation is not about
catching people out.
"However, it is only right that the appropriate actions are taken where people choose to ignore the law
which then impacts on the safety of others.”
“Every person who dies or is seriously injured on our roads is one too many, which is why improving road
safety remains one of our key priorities."

CULTURE, HERITAGE & SPORT
Armed Forces Community Hub
New Armed Forces Community Hubs have launched across West Northants, offering serving personnel,
veterans and their families a warm and welcoming place to go. Please see this link for more information:
About Us (vcn.org.uk) or Veteran Community Network (VCN) Beds, MK, Northants | Facebook
•
•
•
•

Corby- West Glebe Pavilion, Cottingham Road, Corby NN17 1SZ Tuesday 17 May
1pm
to
3pm, Tuesday 21 June 1pm to 3pm, Tuesday 19 July 1pm to 3pm
Daventry- Daventry Volunteer Centre, New Street, Daventry NN11 4BT Thursday 26 May 2pm
to
4pm
Kettering- Kettering Room, Corn Market Hall, 42 London Road, Kettering NN15 7QA Thursday 12
May 1pm to 3pm, Thursday 9 June 1pm to 3pm, Thursday 7 July 1pm to 3pm
Northampton- Tomkins Centre/ Café, St Andrews Hospital, Northampton NN1 5DG Tuesday 3
May (Due to Monday being a Bank Holiday)
1pm to 3pm, Monday 6 June 1pm to 3pm,
Monday 4 July 1pm to 3pm
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Armed Forces Day
Armed Forces Day will be on Saturday 25th June 2022. However, events to celebrate it can take place from
1 week before until 1 week after. There has always been a ceremony outside the Towcester Town Hall but
in terms of numbers it has always been relatively low key. This year they want to make more of showing
our appreciation of what our Armed Forces, current and past, have given in serving our country.
The Midsummer Music Festival (MMF) takes place the weekend before, Friday – Sunday 17th – 19th June.
The Towcester Branch of the RBL are hosting an event in the Town Hall during the afternoon of the 18th,
from 3pm until 5pm, for Service personnel and their families. Refreshments will be provided in the form of
an Afternoon Tea, by Food for Heroes, and the Studio Band will play. The actual timings on the afternoon
are as follows:
• 3.00pm - 3.30pm Afternoon Tea will be served
• 3.30pm - 3.55pm Studio Band will perform
• 4.00pm - 4.15pm AFD Flag will be unfurled on Town Hall flag
pole, including Last Post, etc and some words from local
Clergy
• 4.15pm - 5.00pm Return to Town Hall for more tea and chat.
They will be offering free Programmes for the Midsummer Music
Festival (MMF) to all participants, but because the full MMF programme covers all the events from Friday
lunchtime until Sunday tea time, you will need to contact David Reed in advance so he can make
appropriate arrangements to enable you to take the fullest advantage of the programme, which acts as a
roving entry ticket. This will also help with regard to getting the right numbers for the refreshments on the
Saturday afternoon.
Please contact me, David Reed, by email no later than Monday 13th June to advise him that you will be
attending and to tell him how many guests you are bringing.
David Reed
Towcester Branch
Royal British Legion
dreedsfm@sky.com

Football Foundation grants
The Football Foundation provides grants for building or refurbishing grassroots facilities, such as changing
rooms, 3G pitches, fencing, portable floodlights, pitch improvements and clubhouse refurbishment. Grants
are available for between £10,000 and £500,000. The Fund is
available to football clubs, schools, councils and local sports
associations and gives grants for projects that:
1) Improve facilities for football and other sport in local
communities.
2) Sustain or increase participation amongst children and adults,
regardless of background age, or ability.
3) Help children and adults to develop their physical, mental, social and moral capacities through regular
participation in sport. https://footballfoundation.org.uk/looking-for-funding

Heritage Open Days
Historic and cultural sites across the west of the county are invited to take part in this year’s Heritage Open
Days, which will take place between 9 - 18 September. Venues such as stately homes, buildings of historic
interest, museums, places of worship and archaeological sites can now register to participate in Heritage
Open Days, which is England’s largest annual festival of history and culture. The festival offers the public
free entry to places which might normally be closed, or have an entrance fee, and many venues taking part
will be connected by Northampton Transport Heritage buses, offering a free hop-on hop-off service.
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West Northamptonshire Council is producing
a Heritage Open Days brochure, which will
list all participating attractions and events, to
promote the festival and boost visitor
numbers. The event has taken place in
Northampton for over 25 years, so it is
already extremely popular, and we are now
looking to make it even bigger and better, by
inviting
venues
from
across
West
Northamptonshire to take part. Brochure
registration is open until 6 May and can be completed by emailing economy@westnorthants.gov.uk. For
more information, please visit www.westnorthants.gov.uk/heritageopendays
Please note that sites will still be able to register on the national Heritage Open Days website after this date
- www.heritageopendays.org.uk - but they will not be featured in the event brochure, due to production
timescales.

The Queen's Platinum Jubilee Beacons Event
It's nearly the day! Don't miss out the beacons lighting across the county at 9.45pm on Thursday, 2 June
2022. Along with the beacons lighting, there will be many events taking place on the day. Find more
information at http://ow.ly/39Sx50Jht8x
Communities with pre-existing beacons are encouraged to light these on the night of the Platinum Jubilee,
June 2nd.

2022 Queen’s Baton Relay
The Birmingham 2022 Queen’s Baton Relay is
confirmed to visit Northampton on Sunday, 10
July during its final journey through England this
summer, as the full route is revealed. Read more
at http://ow.ly/hriM50J8SmH

Northamptonshire Platinum Jubilee Pageant
It's not long until the spectacular Platinum Jubilee Pageant. It will take
place between 11am and 1pm on Saturday 4 June in Northampton town
centre. This promises to be a unique event, showcasing our military and
emergency services, youth, community groups, and local
businesses. Make sure you save the date!
http://ow.ly/8Ojl50ICa9b

Twinned planting of trees to mark Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee
Trees to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee have been
planted in Indianapolis and Silverstone as part of our
twinning relationship. Northamptonshire is twinned with
the city of Indianapolis through the Sister Cities
International Scheme, as both locations have a strong
focus on the motorsports industry, with the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway and Silverstone Circuit well known for hosting world-renowned motorsports races.
On 11 May, an American Sweetgum tree was planted at the Silverstone circuit, while in Indianapolis an
English Oak Tree was planted at Garfield Regional Park.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4qLYJwdnnfw

