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NEWS REPORT JUNE 2022 

Monthly Highlights 
We are seeking more sponsors to support families and individuals fleeing the war in Ukraine.  One of the 
ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘ for a 
variety of reasons.  ¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǇƭŜŀ ŦƻǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƎƻΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ 
recognise there might well be people who were not able to offer accommodation at the time of the original 
appeal, who might now be able to help.  There might also be people who signed up at that time and were 
ƴƻǘ ƳŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƛǘΦ   
 
The Speed Limit Review Panel has now had the opportunity to consider my request for a 40mph limit on 
the A428 at Denton.  Following extensive discussion via the Speed Limit Review Panel and the Red Route 
Group and following analysis of all the information available to us it has been decided to reduce the speed 
limit to 50mph along the A428 from the Lakeside roundabout through to the county boundary.  There is a 
chance that this could extend all along the A428 into Milton Keynes, our Road Safety Manager is currently 
in dialogue with Milton Keynes Council.  This will now be passed over to our engineers who will progress 
this through the legal process, which needs to be followed prior to the limit being changed on site.   
 
On 19 May 2022, I met the Cogenhoe Pre School children and saw them enjoying their new outdoor toys. 
Ute Graham, Manager showed me how they had used my Councillor Covid Support fund to acquire several 
items of outdoor play equipment.  Many children missed out on outdoor play due to the repeated periods 
of Covid isolation for various family members over the last two years.  The Pre School is keen to promote 
outdoor experiences and learning with several fresh and inspiring resources, which was why I was happy to 
support their application.  (Approval has been obtained for the children in the photographs). 
 
Work on distributing £150 Council Tax energy rebates across West Northamptonshire is making good 
progress.  The rebate, which is being paid to help with the rise in the cost of living, applies to around 
143,000 homes in Council Tax Bands A to D across the area and the sum will not need to be repaid.  We 
made payments for direct debit payers towards the end of May.  To ensure that all eligible residents 
receive the rebate, any residents that have not made an application, online or by post, by 31 July 2022 and 
for whom bank account details are not known will have their Council Tax account credited with the £150 
payment.  The Council also has a discretionary scheme to help those in Bands E-H and non-Council 
Taxpayers who are deemed vulnerable. 

Our Trading Standards Team is urging people to be on their guard against scam emails that claim to be from 
Ofgem, but are in fact fraudulent:  Scammers are sending emails appearing to be from Ofgem offering 
rebates and asking for bank details.  Ofgem have reported this malicious incident to the National Cyber 
Security Centre @NCSC who will investigate further. 
 
I supported Dementia Action Week 16-22 May 2022.  I learnt more about the Herbert Protocol, which helps 
us to care for vulnerable people, including those with dementia.  There's a chance that people with 
Dementia can at some point start to 'walk about'.  This may only be into the garden or street for a short 
time, but some people can get lost and go missing.  So planning ahead to keep them safe is really 
important.  The Herbert Protocol is a form that carers, family or friends of a vulnerable person, or the 
person themselves can fill in.  Keeping a completed form saves the worry of trying to recall the information 
during the stressful time of someone going missing. It also saves time for the police, allowing the search to 
start sooner.  Read more about it in my report. 
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With the number of children on the autistic spectrum expected to increase by 40 per cent over the next 
three years, West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) has given the go ahead for 50 new specialist places at 
Hunsbury Park Primary School.  The move is part of a larger strategy to create 500 new specialist places by 
2024 and will see work take place over the summer ready for the new intake of pupils in September this 
year. 
 
With a forecast of a 25 percent increase in the number of children needing specialist education by 2025, we 
are proposing that a new special free school should open providing up to 250 specialist places from 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлнпΦ  ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ΨǇǊŜǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴΩ ǊƻǳǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ό²b/ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜύ ƛǎ 
responsible for funding the Proposed New School and providing a suitable site.  WNC has identified land on 
{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ wƻŀŘΣ ¢ƛŦŦƛŜƭŘ, near Towcester.   
 
WNC has been allocated £5.4million from the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF). This is the largest 
amount to be given to a single council across the whole of the South East Midlands, and council colleagues 
have already begun work to explore how best to use it in order to maximise the benefit for our 
coƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ¦Y{tC ƛǎ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǇƛƭƭŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎ [ŜǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ¦Ǉ ŀƎŜƴŘŀΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
significant component of its support for places across the UK. It will provide £2.6 billion of new funding for 
local investment by March 2025. 
 
! ƴŜǿ ϻо Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŦǳƴŘ ǘƻ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘŜ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ Ƙŀƭƭǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ tƭŀǘƛƴǳƳ WǳōƛƭŜŜΦ hǾŜǊ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŜ-year period, the Platinum Jubilee Village 
Hall Improvement Grant Fund will provide money for projects such as installing wifi, extending buildings 
and modernising facilities.  The Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (Defra) said άvillage halls 
are at the heart of rural life, hosting fitness classes, community groups and post office services, and the 
grant will allow them to attract more people by creating more contemporary spaces.έ  A total of 125 village 
Ƙŀƭƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 5ŜŦǊŀ ǎŀƛŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ άƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ WǳōƛƭŜŜ ŦƻǊ ǊǳǊŀƭ 
communities. 
 
Fines for the illegal use of bus lanes are set to increase from £60 to £70 as part of a change in national 
legislation, introduced by Government from 31 May 2022.  It affects all council areas (including West 
Northamptonshire), which issue Penalty Charge Notices for the contravention of traffic regulations in bus 
lanes. Additionally, the initial period during which the payment of fines is discounted has increased from 14 
days to 21 days.  Both changes bring the rules regarding bus lane contraventions into line with legislation 
regarding civil parking enforcement. 
 
The Billing Causeway Bridge repairs are programmed to start on 27 June 2022.  We are currently waiting for 
the EA permit. The construction programme shows a 5-week works programme.  I hope this information is 
helpful. If anything changes, I will let you know. 
 
Armed Forces Day will be on Saturday 25th June 2022. However, events to celebrate it can take place from 
1 week before until 1 week after. There has always been a ceremony outside the Towcester Town Hall but 
in terms of numbers it has always been relatively low key. This year they want to make more of showing 
our appreciation of what our Armed Forces, current and past, have given in serving our country. 
The Midsummer Music Festival (MMF) takes place the weekend before, Friday ς Sunday 17th ς 19th June. 
The Towcester Branch of the Royal British Legion (RBL) is hosting an event in the Town Hall during the 
afternoon of the 18th, from 3pm until 5pm, for Service personnel and their families.  
 
¢ƘŜ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳ нлнн vǳŜŜƴΩǎ .ŀǘƻƴ wŜƭŀȅ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ bƻǊǘƘŀƳǇǘƻƴ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ мл Wǳƭȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ 
final journey through England this summer, as the full route is revealed. 
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The Brafield on the Green Jubilee Fund was set up by a group of villagers to raise Funds for and organise 
events for the village for the Diamond Jubilee 10 years ago.  Then in 2022, it was activated for the Platinum 
Jubilee, and they raised funds for the various Jubilee events.  I have been happy to use some of my WNC 
Councillor Covid Support Fund to help fund their Coronation Tea Party, which is to be held at the Working 
aŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō ό²a/ύ .ǊŀŦƛŜƭŘ at 2.30pm on 2 June 2022.  WNC will be there to record the event.  What better 
time than the Queens Platinum Jubilee to have a tea party.  There are an estimated 16,000 street parties 
being thrown around the country to celebrate the monarch's 70-year milestone.  Next month you will see 
in my Monthly report some pictures of the Brafield on the Green spirit on show.  It demonstrates the 
community spirit and appetite for connection that exists in our villages across the United Kingdom.  I am 
looking forward to joining everyone on the day. 
 
I have a busy schedule of events in Hackleton and Grange Park over the Jubilee Bank Holiday weekend.  I 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōǳǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ tŀǊƛǎƘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊŘΦ  
I have used some of my Councillor Covid Fund to support three events which are Jubilee related: Jubilee 
Tea Party, Brafield; Jubilee Treasure Hunt and Cake Competition, Denton and Laugh Out Loud, Theatre 
Group, Quinton.  I intend to be at these events and several others.  I look forward to sharing more with you 
next month. 

 
 

All the Best, Steve 
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PARISH MEETINGS, VISITS AND CASEWORK 

Request for A428 Speed Restriction, Denton 
The Speed Limit Review Panel has now had the opportunity to consider my request for a 40mph limit on 
the A428 at Denton.  Following extensive discussion via the Speed Limit Review Panel and the Red Route 

Group and following analysis of all the 
information available to us it has been 
decided to reduce the speed limit to 
50mph along the A428 from the Lakeside 
roundabout through to the county 
boundary.  There is a chance that this 
could extend all along the A428 into 
Milton Keynes, our Road Safety Manager 
is currently in dialogue with Milton 
Keynes Council.  It was determined that a 
reduced limit of 50mph for the whole 
length of the route would be more 
suitable than a short section of 40mph 
surrounded by sections of derestricted 
limits which can lead to driver confusion.   
This will now be passed over to our 
engineers who will progress this through 
the legal process, which needs to be 

followed prior to the limit being changed on site.  I have shared the information with Denton and Brafield 
Parish Councils, who were pleased to hear that action was being taken.  I have raised a number of queries 
with Highways and requested the evidence that underpins their proposal, so that I can understand the 
basis for the recommendation.  I have asked for an opportunity to meet with WNC Highways engineers to 
better understand the impact of the solution on the A428.  This is an important first step in seeking to 
improve the highway safety of the A428, and I look forward to continuing this conversation in the months 
ahead. 

Cogenhoe Farmers Market 
L ǿŜƴǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aǳŘ YƛǘŎƘŜƴ /ŀŦŞΩǎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ 
and craft fair at Cogenhoe and Whiston Village Hall on Sunday 8 
May 2022 from 10am to 3pm. They had organised a good range of 
stalls plus a good range of fresh vegetables too.  It is becoming a 
very popular event.  Well done to Sean and Paula for bringing it to 
Cogenhoe.  I also managed to catch up with Northamptonshire 
Police and hear more about the law on e-scooters.  Do try to come 
ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪŜǘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ мн WǳƴŜ нлнн ŦǊƻƳ 
10am to 3pm. 

Little Houghton White Cherry Tree 
I have now received confirmation of the ownership of the land, and I have 
ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ wŀƭǇƘ ²ŜǎǘƳƻǊƭŀƴŘΣ [ƛǘǘƭŜ IƻǳƎƘǘƻƴΩǎ ¢ǊŜŜ ²ŀǊŘŜƴ ŦƻǊ 
further action.  When I last wrote, we had heard from Peter Gittens who 
informed me that WNC was not able to offer the advice requested as Little 
Houghton Parish Council needed to make an application for works to a 
protected tree, seek their own tree advice as part of the application and then 
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Ralph Branston, WNC would decide on the application.  WNC then said that works could then be 
undertaken to the tree with the ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊǎΩ permission.  I then enquired as to the land ownership, and I 
have since received confirmation that the tree is on the public highway.  This means that if work is needed 
on the tree, then whoever wants the work to be done will need to seek the permission of West 
Northamptonshire Council to carry out the works.  

Brafield on the Green Jubilee Tea Party 
The Brafield on the Green Jubilee Fund was set up by a group of villagers to raise Funds for and organise 
events for the village for the Diamond Jubilee 10 years ago.  Then in 2022, it was activated for the Platinum 

Jubilee, and they raised funds for the various Jubilee 
events.  I have been happy to use some of my WNC 
Councillor Covid Support Fund to help fund their 
Coronation Tea Party, which is to be held at the 
²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ aŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō ό²a/ύ .ǊŀŦƛŜƭŘ at 2.30pm on 2 
June 2022.  WNC will be there to record the event, 
which was arranged to encourage those who live on 
their own and have not socialised much during COVID to 
feel that they can get out and meet others, which they 
were not able to do over the past 18 months.  What 
better time than the Queens Platinum Jubilee to have a 

tea party.  There are an estimated 16,000 street parties being thrown around the country to celebrate the 
monarch's 70-year milestone.  Next month you will see in my Monthly report some pictures of the Brafield 
on the Green spirit on show.  It demonstrates the community spirit and appetite for connection that exists 
in our villages across the United Kingdom.  I am looking forward to joining everyone on the day. 

Cogenhoe Pre School 
On 19 May 2022, I met the Cogenhoe Pre School children and saw them enjoying their new outdoor toys. 

Ute Graham, Manager showed me how they had used my 
Councillor Covid Support fund to acquire several items of 

outdoor play equipment.  
Many children missed out on 

outdoor play due to the repeated periods of Covid isolation for various family members over the last two 
years.  The fact that many parents now work from home also means that children have often spent 
extended periods of time indoors.  Some may have lost the habit of playing outside, replacing it with 
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sedentary screen time, while others might not have had the opportunity to develop the habit at all.  
Exploring and playing games not only provides an opportunity for physical activity, but it also stimulates 
imagination and creativity, helps them develop problem solving skills and encourages interaction with 
others and the environment.  The Pre School are keen to promote outdoor experiences and learning with 
several fresh and inspiring resources, which was why I was happy to support their application. 
(Approval has been obtained for the children in the photographs) 

Group Eight Theatre Company, Hackleton 
On 7 May we went to see "A Bunch of Amateurs" a 
play by Ian Hislop and Nick Newman in Hackleton. It's a 
British Comedy where a fading Hollywood action hero 
is tricked into performing in an amateur production of 
King Lear in a tiny Suffolk village. It was great to 
support the Group Eight Theatre Company who aim to 
promote live theatre in the community.  It was 
rehearsed last year, but it had to be cancelled at the 
last minute as Covid Regulations were not lifted in time 
for the performances.   
We all enjoyed the performance and we look forward 
to supporting them again later in the year when they 
present their pantomime. 

Coffee@Carey, Hackleton 
It was great to catch up with Revd Jennie and 
others at Coffee@Carey, Hackleton on 
Wednesday 4 May 2022. A special thank you to 
Pauline for looking after us.  I noticed that there 

had been another fantastic food delivery 
including lots of bread. It seems that you 
just come down and give a donation and 
collect your food.  Well done to Revd 
Jennie for organising this. It's a variation 
on the Food Larder in Castle Ashby and 
Denton. Coffee@Carey is open Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday 9am-1pm. 
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Steps for Christian Aid 
On 18 May 2022, I joined Jenny Smith, Jenny, Anna and others at the 
Rectory in Cogenhoe for her Coffee Morning in support of Christian Aid.  By 
Day 17 of #300ksteps in May for #ChristianAid, she had passed the 200k 
steps mark for the month to date.  Since then, she has reached 353,958 
steps and £461 sponsorship. There is still time for you to make donations to: 
https://Justgiving.com/team/WymersleyBeneficeforChristianAid 

Jubilee Events, Hackleton and Grange Park 
I have a busy schedule of events in Hackleton and Grange Park over the 
Jubilee Bank Holiday weekend.  L ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōǳǘ L 
will certainly try to make an event in each Parish across the Ward.  I have 
used some of my Councillor Covid Fund to support three events which are Jubilee related: Jubilee Tea 
Party, Brafield; Jubilee Treasure Hunt and Cake Competition, Denton and Laugh Out Loud, Theatre Group, 
Quinton.  I intend to be at these events and several others.  I look forward to sharing more with you next 
month. 

 

EVENTS IN UKRAINE 

Homes for Ukraine Sponsorship Scheme  
 

 
We are seeking more sponsors to support families and individuals fleeing the war in Ukraine.  One of the 
ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘ for a 
variety of reasons.  ¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǇƭŜŀ ŦƻǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƎƻΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ 
recognise there might well be people who were not able to offer accommodation at the time of the original 
appeal, who might now be able to help.  There might also be people who signed up at that time and were 
ƴƻǘ ƳŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƛǘΦ   
 
West Northamptonshire is an incredibly welcoming place, with many wonderful people who are willing to 
support those in need. More than 270 generous sponsors have come forward so far, offering homes to 
almost 600 people, and welcoming around 290 guests so far.  ²ŜΩǊŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ all the help so 
far, yet we could do with some additional help.  The £350 per month thank-you payment is still on offer for 
sponsors who are successfully matched to Ukrainian guests. 
 
We need some basic information to begin the process including: 

¶ Name, address and contact details 

https://www.facebook.com/jenny.smith.9809672?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVTGCAkIMEQB1QyEfw15GUQ07c9A20Kp-EN7BD3qdbn58QM5u3rYfN6u_UmwgsdY1HEwx7wnAt2rwPFHLXzrJJjks_w99Cqe-NXcuCibyWMQA&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/300ksteps?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVTGCAkIMEQB1QyEfw15GUQ07c9A20Kp-EN7BD3qdbn58QM5u3rYfN6u_UmwgsdY1HEwx7wnAt2rwPFHLXzrJJjks_w99Cqe-NXcuCibyWMQA&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/christianaid?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVTGCAkIMEQB1QyEfw15GUQ07c9A20Kp-EN7BD3qdbn58QM5u3rYfN6u_UmwgsdY1HEwx7wnAt2rwPFHLXzrJJjks_w99Cqe-NXcuCibyWMQA&__tn__=*NK-R
https://justgiving.com/team/WymersleyBeneficeforChristianAid?fbclid=IwAR2q6_lpmU-9eReIfWMHJC--aspe1mCUoPnMQvXl29h1OLin5lUPHyHpRz8







































